[Tumors of aqueduct of Sylvius. Presentation of 5 cases and review of the literature].
The authors reports their experience of 5 cases of intra- and peri-aqueductal tumors. With the exception of 1 case, a subependymoma of the aqueduct discovered at autopsy in a 77 year old woman, the 4 other patients (2 females and 2 males) are relatively young (respectively 14, 23, 14 and 26) at the time when they presented with signs of chronically raised intracranial pressure due to a triventricular hydrocephalus. One patient presented with a partial Parinaud's sign, but the focal and long tract signs were conspicuously absent in the other patients. The diagnosis of a space occupying lesion in the tectum mesencephali or in the aqueduct could only be ascertained with the recent use of M.R.I. The radiological work-up of the cases suggest that theses lesions, presumably of glial origin, are very slowly growing tumors. Four patients have been treated for their symptomatic hydrocephalus, but no treatment of the tumor has been proposed, as the clinical state and the images remain remarkably stable. (Mean duration of follow up from the time of shunting = 3.7 years, extremes = 1.5-8 years). A review of the literature shows that not more than 48 cases of tumors of the aqueduct have been reported. Because of the small number of such observations, there are, until now, no precise informations on the management of such cases to decide if the patient will benefit of an open or stereotactic biopsy associated with radiotherapy or if one can rely on serial clinical and radiological examinations. Further information on the long term follow up is needed.